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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 26'". November 2025 at 7pm in the
Village Hall.

Present: Clirs M. Gibson (Chair), G. Minish (Vice-Chair), J. Cobb, A. Gardner, M. Lear, R. Millett and
Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council). There were 5 members of the public present

N L

153/2025 Apologies for Absence None received

154/2025 Declaration of Interest
To declare any Pecuniary, Registerable or non-Registerable Interest relating to items on the agenda
None declared

155/2025 Minutes
To confirm and sign the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22", October 2025 All Agreed

156/2025 Public Participation Session with Respect to items on the agenda

A total maximum time of 15 minutes is allowed for all public participation sessions

A resident (Applicant) spoke about the planning application 25/00857. The second “Give way” sign is located in
the wrong position or even traffic lights to be placed. However, this is a matter for Essex Highways.

157/2025 Update on Councillor vacancy. Interviews to take place on 17"". December 2025
The Clerk informed the meeting that the co-option interviews will take place on Wednesday 17". December
2025

158/2025 Representative Reports

a) Greening of the village — Clir R. Millett any update since last meeting
Clir R. Millett report can be found at https://stlawrence-pc.gov.uk/supporting-documents/2025-2/
Tommy has been laid to rest, so the Christmas lights will be displayed in December, adding the magic EIf just
before Christmas Day.
Last week, residents were having some trees removed and they kindly offered us free bark, which was delivered
on Friday and spread over the weekend, along the first fruiting area to stifle the weeds

b) Skatepark update — Clirs M. Lear / J. Cobb any update since last meeting
The grant applications submitted have been rejected. This set-back requires further discussion by Councillors

c) Assets in village update — Clir M. Gibson any update since last meeting
No information on any items being broken or damaged

159/2025 Planning - including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response

25/00857/FUL - Willowherb House 81 Mountview Crescent St Lawrence Southminster

S73A application for change of use of part of rear garden for cattery business; erection of 2 No. catteries
measuring 6.4m x 3.9m (one cattery already constructed)

RESOLVED: St. Lawrence Parish Council Oppose this development. Noting the application is against the LDP.
It is in an unsuitable position. No catteries within MDC are within settlement boundaries. They are in rural areas
well removed from other dwellings which reduces nuisance. There is no evidence of need for a cattery in the
village — the local model for cats is that neighbours care for cats when owners are away — on a reciprocal basis.
This is a village house with an average size garden but the proposal would see a large part of that garden taken
over by a commercial operation. There is no precedent for such a development within the village. There are at
least 5 very large dogs’ resident at the property.

Insufficient offroad parking which means customers would be parking on the unmade and unadopted road which
is maintained by residents. There does not seem to be any recognition of this. St Lawrence has just one road in
and additional traffic to serve a business that is not for the benefit of the community can only add to the general
misery for residents.

The, very sketchy, plans show two buildings each to house 5 cats (both already erected). The buildings are just

Signed M Gibson 17". December 2025
M. Gibson — Chair of SLPC
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wooden sheds and were put up in about a day. The planning application does not give enough information to
indicate the size of the individual pens but it appears that they would not meet the current welfare standards for
boarding catteries in terms of size, zones, heating etc. The regulations for catteries indicate that the latest
standards for welfare apply to any new development — which this would be.

Part of the site is within a flood zone but no flood risk assessment is included. There is also a watercourse at the
end of the garden which serves as a drainage ditch.

160/2025 Planning Decisions made by MDC affecting St. Lawrence — None received

161/2025 Finance
a. To receive the Bank reconciliations as at 315'. October 2025
Councillors noted the Bank reconciliations as at 31%'. October 2025
b. To receive the comparison of Actual to Budgeted for 2025/2026
Councillors noted the comparison of Actual to Budgeted for 2025/2026
c. To approve the payment of Accounts for November 2025 and to agree a transfer of funds to meet the
Parish Council financial requirements. All Agreed

162/2025 2026-2027 Budget — Councillors to discuss the draft 2026-2027 budget

Councillors discussed the 2026-2027 budget.

Clir M. Gibson proposed a budget of £40242. This made the Precept demand from MDC of £36962.

Using the MDC Tax Base figure of 611.10 resulted in a Band D Property figure of £60.49p — an increase of
£1.36p or 2.29%. Clir G. Minish seconded. This 2026-2027 budget will be finalised at the 17". December 2025
meeting. All Agreed

163/2025 Councillors to list any defective streetlights with location/s in the village
No defective lights reported

164/2025 Items for Next Agenda
Local Government reorganisation

165/2025 Next meeting will be held on Wednesday 17"". December 2025 at 7pm

166/2025 Meeting dates in 2026
28.01: 25.02: 25.03: 22.04: 27.05: 24.06: 22.07: 23.09: 28.10: 25.11: 16.12.26

167/2025 Closure of the Meeting
To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of business.

The Chair then closed the meeting at 7.45pm and thanked everyone for attending.

Signed M Gibson 17". December 2025
M. Gibson — Chair of SLPC



